
Resolution Adopted by the Woodland Hills School District 

Board of School Directors at the Legislative Board Meeting 

February 17, 2016 

 

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING SCHOOL DISTRICTS SERVING AS PLAINTIFFS IN SCHOOL 

FUNDING LAWSUIT 

WHEREAS, the Constitution of this Commonwealth demands that the “General Assembly . . .  

provide for the maintenance and support of a thorough and efficient system of public education to 

serve the needs of the Commonwealth”; and 

WHEREAS, in 2006, the General Assembly commissioned a study, to calculate the cost to 

adequately educate every student in this Commonwealth; and 

WHEREAS, in 2007, the State Board of Education completed that Costing Out Study, and 

determined that school districts needed in excess of $4.4 billion in additional funding for both Basic 

Education and Special Education costs in order to enable students to meet then-existing state 

standards, and the General Assembly in 2008 adopted a formula which set the state target for Basic 

Education adequacy at $2.4 billion; and  

 

WHEREAS, neither  the Pennsylvania Department of Education nor the General Assembly has 

conducted any study since 2007 to determine the cost of enabling students to meet current 

proficiency standards on state-mandated curricula, including the Pennsylvania Common Core or to 

prepare students to pass Keystone Exams in the future; and  

 

WHEREAS, since 2008, increases in state appropriations for Basic Education  have been less than 

school districts’ increases in unreimbursed pension and  health care costs alone, meaning districts 

have fewer state dollars for Basic Education classroom costs than eight years ago; and   

 

WHEREAS, increases in state appropriations for Special Education since 2008 have been less than 

half of the rate of inflation, meaning school districts have fewer state dollars for Special Education 

classroom costs than eight years ago; and  

 

WHEREAS, the bi-partisan Basic Education Funding Commission recommended a formula for 

distributing new state education funds more fairly, but made no recommendations about how much 

money should be appropriated nor any recommendations about a process to use to determine how 

much state funding school districts need; and  

 

WHEREAS, a recent study by the RAND Corporation calculated that the failure of the 

Commonwealth’s educational system costs the Commonwealth billions of dollars in gross domestic 

product per year; and 

 

WHEREAS, a recent study by the United States Department of Education determined that the 

Commonwealth’s education funding scheme is—by far—the most unequal in the nation; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth’s share of education appropriations per student for K-12 education 

are among the lowest of the surrounding states; and  

WHEREAS, such a funding scheme not only results in gross inequities, but results in school 

districts needing to repeatedly raise funds from local property taxes; and  



WHEREAS, school districts must  prepare budgets for the 2016-2017 school year in January, yet as 

of mid-January, the Commonwealth has failed to enact a final education budget for the 2015-2016 

school year; and  

WHEREAS,  even the framework 2015-16 budget agreed to by the Governor and the leaders of 

each legislative caucus does not purport to provide sufficient funds for achieving a quality 

education for all Commonwealth students; and 

WHEREAS, the General Assembly has failed to approve  even the framework budget, only passing 

a smaller increase which again does not keep pace with increased costs facing school districts; and 

WHEREAS, on November 10, 2014, the Public Interest Law Center of Philadelphia and the 

Education Law Center – Pennsylvania filed a suit in Commonwealth Court on behalf of six 

Pennsylvania school districts, seven parents, the Pennsylvania Association of Rural and Small 

Schools, and the NAACP Pennsylvania State Conference against legislative leaders, state education 

officials, and the Governor, to compel the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to provide the resources 

necessary to provide and support the constitutionally-mandated “thorough and efficient system of 

public education”; and 

 

WHEREAS, the group of school districts represented in this suit, entitled, William Penn School 

District, et al. v. Pennsylvania Department of Education, et al., include: William Penn School 

District in Delaware County; Panther Valley School District in Carbon County; the School District 

of Lancaster in Lancaster County; Greater Johnstown School District in Cambria County; Wilkes-

Barre Area School District in Luzerne County; and Shenandoah Valley School District in Schuykill 

County, and these districts are joined by parents of children enrolled in the School District of 

Philadelphia; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Governor and legislative leaders have asked the State Supreme Court to dismiss 

the lawsuit on the grounds that courts have no role in determining whether the  General Assembly 

and Governor are complying with their constitutionally-mandated duties under the Education and 

Equal Protection clauses; and 

 

WHEREAS, besides the judiciary, there is no independent body charged with the duty to determine 

if the legislature is complying with its constitutional duty to “support a thorough and efficient 

system of public education” in a manner which does not irrationally and unfairly deprive countless 

children of the opportunity to obtain a quality public education because of where they live. 

 

NOW BE IT RESOLVED, that the Woodland Hills School District declares it supports the 

plaintiffs in the William Penn School District lawsuit, as they seek to enforce Pennsylvania’s 

constitutional guarantee of “a thorough and efficient system of public education,” that it requests the 

Governor and General Assembly withdraw their opposition to independent judicial review of  their 

compliance with the Constitution,  and urges the Pennsylvania General Assembly to provide school 

districts, in a timely manner, with adequate revenues in accordance with a fair and predictable 

formula  calculated to enable students across the Commonwealth to have the resources necessary to 

become productive citizens and meet the academic standards set by the Commonwealth; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be presented to Governor Thomas W. 

Wolf, the Pennsylvania Secretary of Education, the Speaker of the House, the President Pro-

Tempore of the Senate, and the legislators representing parents in this school district.  


