
Mr. De Iuliis      Woodland Hills HS 

English 9: Syllabus    E-mail: deiuam@whsd.net 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

English 9 exposes students to literature from different cultures 

across the globe.  It introduces students to a wide variety of literary 
genres and terms.  This course aims to improve reading, writing, 

speaking and listening proficiency.  It also aims to improve the 
analytical and interpretive literacy skills of the 9th grade student in the 

areas of reading, writing, grammar, and vocabulary.   
Students learn and reinforce the required reading, writing, and 

vocabulary skills required for proficiency on the PSSA exam which they 
will take in 11th grade.  They also develop strategies to communicate 

and interpret ideas from functional, informational, and appreciative 
pieces of literature.  Students utilize their knowledge to enhance 

decision making, problem solving abilities, and higher thinking skills. 

 

OBJECTIVES 
 

Students will be able to: 
• Identify and utilize the essential components of language mechanics 

and standard language usage in written and oral presentations. 
• Read, comprehend, and experience a variety of literary genres 

including the novel, short story, poetry, drama, folktales, and non-
fiction. 

• Develop strategies which enhance vocabulary development, 
definition, and usage. 

• Write clear and concise compositions consisting of at least three 
paragraphs in the narrative, descriptive, and informational modes. 

• Analyze and evaluate the diversity of attitudes, values, outlooks, 

and expectations of authors and literary works studied. 
• Respond actively to the core contents of the curriculum through 

integrated listening, speaking, reading and writing activities. 
• Utilize reference sources to effectively research, paraphrase, and 

organize information. 
• Participate in oral communication activities such as discussion 

panels, panel presentations, and debate. 
 

TEXTS 
 

• Glencoe Literature Textbook, 3rd course 
• Elements of Writing, 3rd course 
• Assigned novels and handouts 
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MATERIALS 
 

You must bring the following materials to class EVERYDAY: 

 
• Pen/pencil 

• Textbook 

• English folder 

• Notebook 
 

COURSE POLICIES 
 
I.  PARTICIPATION – There are five participation points per class.  

In order to receive full participation points you must: 
• Be on your seat when the bell rings. 

• Bring materials to class everyday. 
• Read and discuss ideas when called upon. 

• Work productively and cooperate with others. 

• Be respectful to fellow students and your teacher. 
 

II. CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS & RULES – [see student handbook].   
All students are expected to be: 

 
� PROMPT 

� I am in the classroom when the bell rings. 
� I turn in my work on time. 

� PREPARED 
� I bring my materials to class. 

� I do my homework assignments. 
� I dress appropriately. 

� POLITE 
� I raise my hand before I speak. 

� I listen and speak respectfully to staff members and 

classmates. 
� I allow others to express their opinions and beliefs. 

� I respect others’ personal space. 
� PRODUCTIVE 

� I participate actively in class. 
� I work with my team members in group assignments. 

� I complete my class assignments. 
� PROUD 

� I take pride in myself, my work and my school. 
 

There is a 3-strike policy in effect for the violation of the classroom 
expectations and rules.  If your behavior is disruptive to the learning in 

class, then the consequences are: 
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1) Verbal warning 

2) Seating change & phone call home to parents/guardians 
3) Behavioral referral & administrative discipline 

 
***Note: Depending on the severity of the offense (such as 

fighting, excessive tardiness, or cutting class) your instructor 
may skip the steps outlined above, issue a behavioral referral, 

and have you escorted by security to the principal’s office. 
 

III.  ABSENCES & MAKE-UP WORK – You are expected to make up all 
work missed due to absence. 

 
• LATE WORK:  You have one week after the due date to turn in 

late work for ½ credit.  After one week, the assignment is a 0 
grade. 

 

• EMERGENCY & EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCES:  If there is a 
personal emergency or extenuating circumstances (such as a 

death in the family or health issue), please see/contact  Mr. 
DeIuliis so alternative arrangements can be made. 

 
• All assignments and due dates are posted on Mr. De Iuliis’ web 

site found on whsd.net 
 

IV.  ASSESMENT & GRADING 
 

• Homework will be assigned each night of the week.  The length and 
difficulty of the assignment will determine the completion time 

allotted for each assignment. 
• Students will always have work to do on their portfolio, and 

required outside readings each grading period. 

• Grades will be determined by the number of points acquired divided 
by total possible points for each grading period.  Points will be 

earned through written work, student journals, essays, oral 
presentations, class participation, and test scores. 

• The mid-term and final portfolios are part of the mid-term and final 
exam grade. 

• The WHSD grading scale is as follows: 
 

90-100% = A 
80-89% = B 

70-79% = C 
60-69% = D 

59%-lower = F 
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TIMELINE OF STUDY 
 
1st Grading Period: 

• Introduction to Writing Composition and Vocabulary (3 weeks) 
• Short Story Unit (3 weeks) 

• Non Fiction Unit (3 weeks) 
 

2nd Grading Period: 
• Novel Study:  Of Mice and Men (4 weeks) 

• Grammar & Vocabulary Workshop (3 weeks) 
• Mid-Term Portfolios & Reflective Project (2 weeks) 

 
3rd Grading Period: 

• Introduction to Drama & Shakespeare (1 week) 
• Drama Study:  Romeo & Juliet (6 weeks) 

• Research: Romeo & Juliet (2 weeks) 

 
4th Grading Period: 

• Poetry Unit & Writing (4 weeks) 
• The Odyssey (3 weeks) 

• Course Wrap-Up: Reflective Project & Portfolio (2 weeks). 
 

This is a general timeline of the course and is subject to change at 
the discretion of the instructor.  Students will be notified in advance of 

major changes to the syllabus.  Vocabulary and grammar activities will 
be interspersed through each unit.  These activities will correspond 

with the units of study (for example, vocabulary words from the novels 
will be studied when we read those novels).  Students will also keep a 

journal in the classroom and will write in this journal in response to a 
writing prompt.  Students will write one to three essays during each 

unit of study.  Most of these essays will be homework, assigned two 

weeks in advance.  Some essays will be in-class writing. 
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V.  AGREEMENT: 

 
Please give this syllabus to your parents/guardians to read.  Then 

sign below to indicate that you have read, understood, and agree to 
the rules, policies, and procedures listed in the English 9 syllabus (both 

parent/guardian and student signatures are required). Return this 
portion of the syllabus with both signatures BY TOMORROW to receive 

10 participation points. 
 

 
 

Parent/guardian signature: ________________________ Date: _____ 
 

 
 

 

Student signature: _________________________________ 


