James P. Harris, Superintendent
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE
531 Jones Avenue, North Braddock, PA 15104  412.731.1300  412.273.3601

December 7, 2018

Dear Woodland Hills Community,
This past summer, the Woodland Hills School District was awarded a grant from the 1000 Hours of Lead and
Radon-Free Schools program through Women for a Healthy Environment, in collaboration with the Green
Building Alliance. This grant allowed the school district to test and remediate lead in drinking water.
The Woodland Hills School District, under the supervision of Director of Facilities Robert Finney, contacted
Intertek PSI to assist with the water sampling and testing. All sources of drinking water in each school building
were sampled and tested for lead. Following the testing, Mr. Finney met with Healthy Schools PA Coordinator,
Kara Rubio, to create a remediation and preventive maintenance plan moving forward to ensure that all drinking
water sources were free of lead. These recommendations follow the EPA’s guidelines.
All water sources with levels exceeding the state level of 15 ppg, or 15 microgram/liter, were immediately taken
out of service. Remediation began in the fall of 2018 and will be completed in the spring of 2019. While
remediation is on-going, signage will be posted informing the school community that this source is under
remediation, and directing the school community to the nearest alternate drinking water sources.
Exposure to lead is linked to several negative health effects, especially in developing children. Women for a
Healthy Environment would like to congratulate the Woodland Hills School District for being a proactive partner
and advocate for protecting the health of students and staff. Kara Rubio, Healthy Schools PA Coordinator
commented, “I would like to thank the Woodland Hills School District for taking the opportunity to partner with
us to pursue lead testing in their school district. Thanks to our partnership with Bob Finney, we were able to
provide technical assistance and create a plan for remediation moving forward. Woodland Hills joins a small but
growing number of school districts in our region who show they are concerned for, and are willing to act, to
protect where kids learn, grow, and play.”
For more information about the grant Woodland Hills received, click here.
For more information about lead and its health effects, click here.
For more information please contact Kara Rubio at Kara@womenforahealthyenvirionment.org
Sincerely,

James P. Harris
Superintendent
JPH/tmh

WOODLAND HILLS SCHOOL DISTRICT IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EDUCATION EMPLOYER AND WILL NOT DISCRIMINATE
ON THE BASIS OF RACE, COLOR, NATIONAL ORIGIN, GENDER, AGE, OR HANDICAP IN ITS ACTIVITIES, PROGRAMS, OR EMPLOYMENT PRACTICES
AS REQUIRED BY TITLE VI, TITLE IX AND SECTION 504.

