
Name: __________________________  Total: ______/50 pts. 

English 9: The Necklace Writing Assignment Mr. De Iuliis 
 
 
In writing, voice is the distinctive use of language that conveys the 
writer or narrator’s personality to the reader.  Voice is created through 

elements of style such as sentence structure, word choice, and tone 
(the attitude expressed by language).  When you write, think about 

the effect you would like your words to have on the reader.  By writing 
in a compelling voice, you will express your personality and create 

interest for the reader. 
 

 
Write an essay about a time when you or someone you know got into 
trouble as a result of lending or borrowing something. Describe what 

happened and explain what you learned from the experience.  How 
was the experience similar to or different from that of Madame 

Loisel’s? [minimum of 3 paragraphs] 

 

 
Write your essay from your own point of view – the 1st person point of 

view.  After you complete your draft, meet with a partner to review 
each other’s work and to suggest revisions.  Then proofread your draft 

for errors in spelling, grammar, and punctuation.  After this is done, 
you may type your final copy. 

 
Please review you rubric on the back of this page for evaluation and 

assessment of your writing assignment. 
 

 

 
 

 



Pennsylvania Writing Assessment Domain Scoring Guide 
 

  Focus Content Organization Style Conventions 

10 

Sharp, distinct 
controlling point 
made about a 
single topic with 
evident 
awareness of task 
(mode). 

Substantial, specific, 
and/or illustrative 
content 
demonstrating strong 
development and 
sophisticated ideas. 

Sophisticated 
arrangement of 
content with evident 
and/or subtle 
transitions. 

Precise, illustrative 
use of a variety of 
words and sentence 
structures to create 
consistent writer's 
voice and tone 
appropriate to 
audience. 

Evident control of 
grammar, 
mechanics, 
spelling, usage, 
and sentence 
formation. 

8 

Apparent point 
made about a 
single topic with 
sufficient 
awareness of task 
(mode). 

Sufficiently 
developed content 
with adequate 
elaboration or 
explanation. 

Functional 
arrangement of 
content that sustains 
a logical order with 
some evidence of 
transitions. 

Generic use of a 
variety of words and 
sentence structures 
that may or may not 
create a writer's 
voice and tone 
appropriate to 
audience. 

Sufficient control 
of grammar, 
mechanics, 
spelling, usage, 
and sentence 
formation. 

6 

No apparent 
point but 
evidence of a 
specific topic. 

Limited content with 
inadequate 
elaboration or 
explanation. 

Confused or 
inconsistent 
arrangement of 
content with or 
without attempts at 
transition. 

Limited word choice 
and control of 
sentence structures 
that inhibit voice and 
tone. 

Limited control of 
grammar, 
mechanics, 
spelling, usage 
and sentence 
formation. 

4 
Minimal 
evidence of a 
topic. 

Superficial and/or 
minimal content. 

Minimal control of 
content 
arrangement. 

Minimal variety in 
word choice and 
minimal control of 
sentence structures. 

Minimal control 
of grammar, 
mechanics, 
spelling, usage 
and sentence 
formation. 

  

Non-Scoreable Off-Prompt 

*Is illegible; i.e., includes so many indecipherable words that no sense 
can be made of the response.  
*Is incoherent; i.e., words are legible but syntax is so garbled that 
responses make no sense. 
*Is insufficient; i.e., does not include enough to assess domains 
adequately 
*Is a blank paper 

*Is readable but did not respond 
to the prompt. 

 


