
WHAT IS ENVIRONMENTAL 

SCIENCE?

Write a definition in your own 

words.



The environment crisis is an outward 

manifestation of a crisis of mind and spirit.

There could be no greater misconception of its 

meaning than to believe it is concerned only with 

endangered wildlife, human-made ugliness, and 

pollution.

These are part of it, but more importantly, the 

crisis is concerned with the kind of creatures we 

are and what we must become in order to survive.
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• ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE:

– IS EVERYTHING RESULTING FROM THE MANY 

INTERCONNECTED ISSUES INVOLVING THE 

HUMAN POPULATION, EARTH’S RESOURCES, AND 

POLLUTION.

• IN COMPARISON, ECOLOGY:

– IS THE STUDY OF THE INTERRELATIONSHIPS 

BETWEEN LIVING ORGANISMS AND THEIR 

ENVIRONMENT.  ECOLOGY IS A BASIC TOOL OF 

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE.



• Environmental science combines 

information from many disciplines such 

as biology, geography, chemistry, 

geology, physics, economics, sociology, 

demography, cultural anthropology, 

resource management, agriculture, 

engineering, law, politics, and ethics.



• There are 3 main goals in 

environmental science:

1. Help us understand how the earth works.

2. Learn how we are affecting the earth’s life 

support systems (environment) for us and 

other forms of life.

3. Propose and evaluate solutions to the 

environmental problems we face.



Worldviews

• How people think the world works;

• What they think their role in the world 

should be;

• And what they believe is right and wrong 

behavior. (ethics)



Two major opposing environmental 

worldviews.
• Planetary Management 

Worldview

• Human beings are the most 
important species.

• Humans should manage the 
planet mostly for their own 
benefit.

• Science and technology will 
provide limitless supplies.

• Economic growth is 
limitless.

• Our success depends on how 
well humans understand, 
control and manage the 
earth’s resources.

• Environmental Wisdom 
Worldview

• Humans are part of nature and 
nature does not just exist for 
us.

• The earth’s resources are 
limited and should be used 
efficiently and sustainably.

• Technology and growth that 
are environmentally beneficial 
should only be encouraged.

• Our success depends on 
learning how the earth 
sustains itself and adapts to 
env. conditions.  Also 
integrating these lessons into 
the ways we think and act.



Treat the earth well,

It was not given to you by your parents,

It was loaned to you by your children.

Indian Proverb


