I've got my eye on you

By Khandra Williams-Crichlow

Newly installed camera

On November 6™ 2007, the
Woodland Hills High School experi-
enced a rather hectic day. There
was a bomb threat and many dis-
ruptions occurred in the hallways.

Students address School Board

By Jocelyn Bell

At the December 5"
School Board meeting, the or-
der of business was swearing
in members and talking to stu-
dents.

Four members of the school
board were sworn into new
leadership positions on the
Board.

Mrs. Marilyn Messina was
sworn in as the new president
of the Board. Mr. Fred Kuhn
was elected Vice President.

The one new member, Mr.
Regis Driscoll, will be replac-
ing Mrs. Linda Cole on the
Board.

“I'd like to thank the board
members for supporting me ...

| appreciate the vote of confi-
dence and I'm going to do my
best not to let you down,” Marilyn
Messina was quoted saying in the
Woodland Progress.

Four members of the Student
Advisory Panel
Board. Sean Patterson (Senior),
Ryan
McDonald (Senior), and Brittany
Swartzwelder (Senior) went be-
fore the Board and presented
their concerns and criticisms.

As a school we need to create
and enforce disciplinary rules that
don’t come across as irrational or
harsh,” said Patterson. The Stu-
dent Advisory Council has met
three times so far this

Important dates to remember:

Jan 25— Report Cards

The high school administrators
have been asking for new cameras
for a while, but since the incidents
occurred, the superintendent de-
cided to install new cameras.

There were a few cameras around
the high school before, but 22 new
cameras have just been installed.
The cameras were installed during
the parent teacher conferences on
November 8",

The company that installed them is
called “Dedicated Micros” and the
equipment cost the district around
$10,000.

The cameras were installed in
places where there are a lot of
crowds, such as the nurses office,
the cafeteria, hallways, and in the
SA area.

addressed the

Burg (Senior), Joelisa

Jan 6— Winter Band Concert, 7pm

Jan 23,24- 4Sight Benchmarks

“I think that the cameras were a
complete waste of money,” says
sophomore Antoinette Butler, “we
could have used all that money for
something else, such as every day
after school activity busses”.

The purpose of having the cam-
eras is to monitor the behavior of
the students throughout the hall-
ways and to see who or what
started any disruptions such as
fights or misconduct.

“Since having the cameras, the be-
havior of the students have been
much better,” says Dr. Boden.

“Hopefully we can have more cam-
eras installed by the next school
year.”

R. Burg, B. Swartzwelder, S. Kaelin, and S. Patter
address Board.

Jan 18- 3rd Grading period ends

son

month, “voicing their thoughts on needed
improvements on such things as discipli-
nary actions and the relationship between
students and the faculty.
grouping of students who want their voices
heard.

It is a random



Students ‘Race’ for Grace
By Rachel Marks

Ms. Zinger, Ms. Sisk and Ms. Glasser

Woodland Hills’ Student and Leadership
class sponsored the “Race for Grace” on December
1% at the high school track and field and raised over
$8,000.

Assistant Coordinator, Stephanie Bennaugh said
that the event was a success. “It was definitely a
learning experience, and it really benefited everyone.”

The event started around 9 AM with a 5k course that
volunteers could either walk or run. The day also in-
cluded games, food, face painting, and a viewing of
High School Musical in the gym. Over 100 people at-
tended, along with teachers, students, and family
members to cheer on the runners. A silent Chinese
auction took place with donated gift baskets.

Students Bused Home

By Avanti Johnson-Hall

The event was for Grace Ekis, who is only 5 years old
and was diagnosed with DIPG, a Diffuse Intrinsic Pon-
tine Glioma: cancer in the brain. Half of the money will
be donated to Grace’s family, and half will be donated
to Children’s Hospital, where Grace receives her che-
motherapy and radiation. Grace and her family at-
tended toward the end of the event, and her parents
were “really appreciative.”

The original goal for the event was around
$2,000.

As of December 11", Woodland Hills has
raised over $9,000. Donations will be accepted until the
end of the year, December 31%. Checks can be made
out to:

Woodland Hills High School. 2550 Greensburg Pike,
Pittsburgh, PA 15221.

Please write Race for Grace on the front of the enve-
lope. Donations can also be dropped off in the main
office.

The Student and
Leadership class
also sponsored a
dress down day
for teachers on
Friday, December
14",

Grace Ekis

High school students
found loitering in hall or late for
class are being bused home at
7:30 and 10:30. As a result, room
94 has been home for many tardy
and lingering students. Since No-
vember 6" teachers, administra-
tors and principals have been strict
about students getting to class on
time and not hanging out in the
hallways and these buses are the
result.

There was originally a 12:30
bus, but it was later removed. Dr.
Boden said that this was because
she noticed that students were just
trying to eat lunch and get sent
home early. Once a student is sent

home on one these buses, they
must return to school with a parent
present.

Parents have been very suppor-
tive with what the school is trying to
do. In the past two weeks about
195 students were sent home and
around 140 were first timers. The
school thinks that students who got
sent home on their first time got the
message.

“Rules apply to everyone, male,
female, black, or white. We can't
pick and choose.” stated Dr.
Boden. She goes on to say, “l don't
think any of us teachers or adminis-
trators went into education to send
kids home.”

Students who are tired of getting
sent home can make easy changes
to their routines. These changes
can be as simple as making sure he
or she has a pass when in the halls,
or ensuring that he or she gets to
class on time.

Students are beginning to react to
these buses. One student, Megan
Aronckes, was quoted as saying, “I
think it's dumb, because if they're
[the students] late they're going to
get sent home so they're already
missing class. Now they’re going to
miss more.” However, she did admit
that she has friends who have got-
ten sent home on purpose.



Resource officer returns
By Elizabeth Pollick

The resource officer came back last month,
however the school's staff would have much
rather had him the first day of school.

He did not return the first day due
to the delay of the Safe Schools
Grant, the grant where they get the
money for the police officer, and the
board wanting all three resource
officers going in to all the schools at
the same time.

One resource officer is at the high
school, and the others are in the !
two junior high buildings.

The resource officer, Officer Steve
is at the high school 3 or 4 days a
week.

Teaches and staff overall seem to
be pleased with his return.

“I think it has a positive impact on Woodland
Hills High School community.” said Mr. Cole-
man, a Social Studies teacher.

Dr. Boden, the Co-Principal of Administrative
Services, stated she “loved that they're back.”

Most students seemed to be happy with his re-
turn as well.

However Amanda Milne, a sophomore, feels
there needs to be serious
changes as well. “l feel a lot
more protected with a police
officer...It doesn't seem there
- are as many fights as before,
but nothing will ever really
change...The kids who don't
want to learn should be found a
place where they can go so
they don't hinder our learning.”
? Officer Steve has been a part
. of the Churchill police depart-
ment since June 1, 2007.

He has worked with public
schools for 6 years. Some of
the schools that he worked at are Brashear and
Peabody, which he says are similar to Woodland
Hills.

“Woodland Hills is no different from any other
school | worked at,” says Officer Steve.

Parents concerned about student safety

By Brianna Moore

Concerned parents, faculty and students
gathered in the high school library on November
27, 2007 to discuss the behavior at the high
school.

After the events that took place on No-
vember 6™ parents are worried about the safety of
their children.

“My child is scared to come to school after the
events of November 6™ said a concerned parent.

Many questions were asked about the
precautions that took place and why certain
decisions were made.

Parents were upset about certain disruptions,
such as fights, that they felt weren’t handled
appropriately.

“Everyone wants to talk about what went
wrong, but no one wants to talk about the safe
and successful evacuation of the students and
staff,” stated Dr Narcisse, an assistant principal at
the high school.

The faculty present at the meeting discussed
the positive and negative things about November
6™ and what they have done and intended to do.

Cameras and armed police officers have
recently been added to the high school to help
prevent any other behavioral problems.

“My child should not have to go to school with
criminals,” stated one angry parent.

Many parents felt that the good kids and the
bad kids should be separated in the school. Only
giving these disobedient students three days of in-
school or out-of-school suspension is just a “slap
on the wrist.”

One parent commented that all misbehaving
students should be expelled without a second
chance.

Most of the parents were angry about the
problems of the high school, but a few attempted
to come forward with some ideas of improving
things. Although some ideas were expressed, the
anger of the parents overthrew them.

“Instead of dwelling on the bad, let’s turn this
negative into something positive,” stated an eager
parent.



Students Get Crafty with Classroom Doors

By Andrew Huse

It's the holiday season in
Woodland Hills and the annual Holi-
day Door Decorating Contest was a
success. Homerooms 222 and 136
shined among the 45 entries, and
were the winners of the competition
sponsored by The Student Council
Spirit Committee. The committee
ran the contest in hopes of promot-
ing school spirit.

Handouts posted around
the school gave several details of
the contest. One rule explained that
only members of the homerooms
could work together on the door,
without outside assistance. The en-
tries had to be original ideas with a
holiday theme. The doors were
worked on after school using all
kinds of paper provided by the
school. Nothing inappropriate could
be included. Teachers without
homeroom classes did all the judg-
ing by e-mail from pictures of the
doorways that are added online.

To be fair and to compensate for
the religious diversity of Woodland
Hills, any holiday theme was al-
lowed. “It doesn’'t matter what relig-
ions are represented on all the door-
ways.” explained Mrs.Saccomano,
and many of the doors showed
secular themes. Decorating was
completed and votes were cast by
December 14th. The winning rooms
each received a pizza party.

Student lights up Sponge Bob.

' ***‘222,9

Mr. Mariani’'s homeroom 222 comes in
first place.

Ms. Krasman’s homeroom 136
came in second place.

Mykey Lundy sprays on the
snow for room 120’s snow globe.

~== Room 86 Mrs. Straub’s ninth grade

homeroom comes in 3rd place.



Movie Review: An Enchanted

Experience

By Johanna Sima

Enchanted, the Iatest
movie from Disney, came out Nov.
21. It stars Amy Adams and Patrick
Dempsey.

It is a modern fairytale that in-
corporates both live actions with
animation. This movie also blends
the older Disney movies with a
modern setting.

Amy Adams delivers a convinc-
ing performance as Giselle, a
maiden thrown from her animated
world to the streets of New York
City.

Giselle was about to be married
to Prince Edward when his evil
stepmother sent her to the Big Ap-
ple. Her journey then takes her
from a land of happily ever after
and prince charming, to divorce
and single parents.

Along the way she meets
Robert (Patrick Dempsey) and his
daughter Morgan, who takes
Giselle in. Dempsey’s solid char-
acter brings balance to the eccen-
tric Prince Edward (played by
James Marsden).

Susan Sarandon, who plays

the evil stepmother, gives a wick-
edly entertaining performance as
well.

While the plot seems to be ge-
neric, and the romance between
Robert and Giselle takes forever, it
does have its moments. There are
catchy song and dance numbers,
colorful costumes, and an animated
chipmunk named Pip.

Overall, the movie is an enjoy-
able experience for children and
adults alike. It was well done and is
worth watching.

3 paws out of 4

Chicago dazzles the stage

By Stephanie Bennaugh

Lauren Migliozzi , Maura McDonald, Sarah
Chrybisnski and Cassidy Adkins get into
character before Chicago performance.

And all that jazz. De-
cember 7" 8" and 9". The

Woodland Hills High School
stage was lit up with the sounds
and lights of Chicago.

This show was geared to-
ward an older crowd and paren-
tal guidance was suggested.
Chicago is a very dark, raw ex-
pression of Chicago, lllinois.

The costumes and set design
was simple and the lighting pow-
erful. The students of the Per-
forming Arts classes are to be
commended for their effort and
participation. The energy was
sustained throughout the show.

Top 10 CDs

By Lindsay Reed

Music plays a very impor-
tant role in the American lifestyle.
According to www.billboard.com,
these are the top 10 musicians who
did the most outstanding job in the
music industry during mid Decem-
ber. With so many different catego-
ries of music, from hip hop to rock
n roll, America had plenty of
choices and obviously plenty satis-
faction.

10. Mannheim Steamroller-
“Christmas Song " (neo-
classical)

9. Carrie Underwood- “Carnival
Ride” (country)

8. Celine Dion- “Taking
Chances” (pop)

7. Miley Cyrus- “Hannah Montana
2 Soundtrack”

6. High School Musical 2- Sound-
track

5. Garth Brooks- “The Ultimate
Hits” (country)

4. NOW 26- Various Artists

(everything)
. Alicia Keys- “As | Am” (R&B)
. Eagles- “Long Road Out Of
Eden” (rock n roll)

N W

Coming in at number 1 was Josh
Groban with “Noel” which was a
holiday-themed CD. Josh Groban
is a pop and classical singer. He
made his debut in the 7" grade.
He was released in November
2001.

Though there were a few students
that came out of character, most of
them did not.

Sally Sunshine (Lauren Mig-
liozzi) was a crowd favorite, causing
laughs, hitting B’s and becoming
her character.

The choreography of the show
veered little from the Broadway per-
formance of Chicago; while watch-
ing the choreography one would not
believe high school students cre-
ated or performed it.



Tips For Holiday Safety
By Deonna Hodges

Jingle bells, jingle bells. That's
right it's that time of the year again.
The winter is here and it's flourishing
more then ever, but with that flourish-
ing there can be major danger. With
parties going on, Christmas shop-
ping, and with the weather you're go-
ing to need all the safety tips you can
get. Here are tips you need to know
for holiday safety.

Party Tips:
- Don't ever leave your drink
alone at a party.
Don't leave a party with peo-
ple you don’t know.
Don't go to a party if you
don’'t know anyone at the
party.
Be sure not to flash money
around.
- Be sure carry that pepper
spray your parents

Holiday shopping tips
By Elizabeth Pollick

Is holiday shopping stressing you out?
Well then here are some tips to help

you out:

Do not walit till the last minute!

Try to get all your shopping done in
one day. —This eliminates stress. You

will feel a sense of accomplishment.

Go shopping with a plan

Have a list of what you are getting for

whom.

Have a set limit you want to spend, to-
tally and individually. —Your pocket will

thank you later.

Go shopping early in the morning or

late evening to miss the crowd.

If you are struggling to find the perfect
gifts for your friends and family this
holiday season, here are some gifts

that everyone will love.
Gift cards

gave you for protection.
Shopping Tips:
Be sure leave packages
unseen inside your car.
Be sure not to drop any
money or credit cards.
Be sure to keep your
purse/wallet near by.
Driver Tips:
- Watch out for snow/black
ice on the roads.
Don't walk alone to your
vehicle alone at night. -
Never drink and
drive and this for any day
of the year.
Always wear your seat belt
because 75% of all acci-
dent injuries are caused by
failure to wear a seat belt.

Restaurants- They will appreciate it
and will treat themselves to a night
out.

Spa- They will never forget their day
of relaxation.

Department stores- Everyone needs
clothes

Movie tickets/ DVDs — Put movie
theater gift certificates or DVDs in a
large popcorn bucket with candy. —
A great gift for families. You can find
the popcorn buckets already made
up at local super centers like Wal-
Mart.

Themed gift baskets- get a basket
from around the house and go buy
things to fill it with. Ex. Spa basket-
Fill basket with lotions and soaps. —
Dollar tree is a great place to find
basket stuffers.

Do not hesitate to make a gift, eve-
ryone loves a gift from the heart.

Did you know?

By Lindsay Reed

Did you know:

The sun is 330,330 times lar-
ger than the earth

A green diamond is the most
rare diamond in the world
There are 73,000 kinds of
spiders

There are 3,000 types of lice
For each person there are
200 million insects

A giraffe’s tongue is 20 in.
long

Bees do not have ears,
which greatly intensifies their
sense of smell

The heart of a whale is the
size of a small car

No animal has killed more
people than the hippo, which
is the 3™ biggest animal on
earth

Unless food is mixed with sa-
liva, you cannot taste it




Easing the Pain of College Admissions

By Jaymie Nellis

Like many newly christened seniors my head
whirled with questions of the future on the last day of my
junior year. Where would | go to college? What would |
major in? There were so many questions racing through
my mind. | told myself that in the summer | would get my
college applications done, all the essays written, and
spend senior year completely stress free. Instead | spent
the summer talking with friends and laying around. | let
the college mail pile up, and always assured myself that |
would get to it later. Later, as it turned out would be
weeks into my senior year. Now |, like the many other
juniors that tricked themselves into thinking they would be
ahead, am stuck racing to fill out applications, and licking
a ridiculous number of envelopes and stamps. Still, no
matter how much | feel that | am prepared and ready |
can't help but feel that something is missing. How exactly
am | supposed to know if I've found a college that
matches who | am? Even better, is there such thing as a
perfect match college?

On its website, The Princeton Reviews tells us
that colleges can be placed into three categories for each
individual student. They are “reach,” good match”, and
“safety.”

A reach school is a college that might have higher aver-
ages or SAT scores than a student has, and the possibil-
ity of his or her admission is less than that of a “good
match” school.

A good match school is a school where your grades and
scores fit in well with what the college expects and ac-
cepts.

A safety school, on the other hand, is a school where you
are likely to be admitted based on your scores and grades
ranking above that of the schools averages. There is an old
misconception that a student should apply to 7 schools, two
reach, three good match, and two safety school, to insure
that he or she not only gets into multiple colleges, but can
make a better based choice on where to go.

Another factor that plays apart in many students’
college choices is cost. Of course, it is always said that cost
shouldn’t be taken into consideration, a college should be
chosen by what it has to offer only. In a perfect world this
might work, but it is a fact that many students have to focus
on cost with prices rising up to 5% a year.

On average a four-year public school in Pennsylvania will
cost around 12,000 dollars a year. While four-year private
in institutions ask around 30,000 dollars a year. Out of
state school cost thousands more.

Fastweb.com is a popular site for students looking

to save money on college costs. The website uses personal
qguestions to gauge a students strengths and sends them
links to scholarships that they may be interested in as a re-
sult.
The FAFSA is another way that students who cannot afford
a certain institution can save on tuition. This is where col-
leges find all the information on a student they need to de-
termine the amount of financial aid they will receive. The
FAFSA is available January 1and can either be filled out
online, or can be picked up in the Guidance office.

Outstanding Athlete: Kalieb Hines

By Stephanie Bennaugh

A wide receiver

and defensive back,

weighing in at 186

pounds, 5’11 Kalieb

Hines as made 35 re-

ceptions, 542 yards

receiving, and 6 touch-

down receptions. In

addition to Hines foot-

ball record he plays

club volleyball and was

deemed “All-

American”. Playing

half of the football sea-

son with a less then perfect shoulder, Hines was a play-
maker.

He is not only a playmaker on the field but also one in
the classroom. “He did all of his work and was a very re-
sponsible student,” says Mr. Milligan “he enjoyed the
class and is very personable.” Hines only regret how-
ever, was not taking the SAT's earlier.

Though Hines is undecided on college as yet, his goal is
to be successful in whatever he decides to do in the fu-
ture. Hines enjoys lifting weights, talking on the phone

and spending time with his girlfriend

What makes him outstanding...

His top college choices 1. University of Akron. 2. Clarion
University 3. Youngstown State University.

His favorite college and NFL football team; College-
Boston College Eagles, NFL- Pittsburgh Steelers.

Where he hopes to be in 10 years: Owning his own
physical therapy center.

Himself one word : Driven.

His hero and why: His hero is Jay-Z. Jay-Z taught him
that one can have nothing and make something of an op-
portunity and be somebody.

His biggest pet peeve: People that don't clean up after
themselves.

His life motto: the loudest person in the room always gets
caught.

His advice to other athletes: To always strive for victory
and play like there is no tomorrow.



Early Season Expectations Translating into Wins

By Ryan Hast

It had the chance to be déja vu.
It must have been an eerie feeling
when the Wolverine girl's basketball
team began practice November 5,
finding themselves ranked #2 in the
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette's pre-
season rankings. The reason for
the black cats, cracking windows,
and walking under ladders symp-
toms was that this same time last
year they found themselves in the
same situation.

Returning six seniors from last
year's disappointing season that
ended in a first round playoff loss to
New Castle, fifth year coach Karie
Morton-Rozier knew things should
only improve. Seven games into the
season, she was right.

The Wolverines led by Division 1 re-
cruits Jamie Smith and Nakia DeBlanc
have led the upstart Wolverines to a
promising 5-2 record (3-0 in section).
The highlight of the season proved to
be on December 6 with an inspiring
come from behind 50-48 win against
perennial powerhouse Oakland Catho-
lic. “Hustle and determination led us to
this big win. It was evident especially in
that last lay-up by Jaquaya Willis with
five seconds left” says the North Caro-
lina A&T bound DeBlanc. The win over
Oakland is what is considered to be
Coach Morton-Rozier’s greatest victory
as the last one occurred almost a dec-
ade ago.

Don't get the wrong impression that
this team is just solely dominated by

Wrestlers set for season

By Patrick Gilchrist

Woodland Hills wrestlers
got news on December 7 that in re-
sponse to an outbreak of herpes
gladiatorum among Penn Trafford
and Connellsville wrestlers, that
their season would be temporarily
suspended for two weeks, (the in-
cubation period of the virus). The
decision to temporarily suspend the
season came down from Mr. Novak
the Athletic Director and our Co-
Principal Mrs. Kline .The Wolverine

wrestling team had to forfeit all of
their tournaments in the two-week
span, but their coach Mr. Bothwell
is hopeful that they will be able to
reschedule all of the meets they will
miss.

With the team unable to practice
as a group Mr. Bothwell is con-
cerned with the state that his wres-
tlers will be in when they return to
practice at the end of the two-week
suspension. “I'm worried that they’ll

Smith’'s 25 points per game and De-
Blanc’'s 19. The others starters play a
dramatic role as to how far of a run this
team will make into the WPIAL playoffs.
Three-year starter Kristin Gates is com-
ing off two ankle injuries and adds a vi-
tal threat at the guard position. Sopho-
mores Jaquaya Willis and Amanda Gar-
land contribute to the scoring, but also
are tenacious defenders.

Following two other key section victo-
ries over Fox Chapel and the resurging
McKeesport, the Wolverines earned a
#3 WPIAL AAAA rank. DeBlanc shrugs
off the number stating, “we really don't
think about the ranking. You can't get
too cocky or worries about it. That's
when you lose that motivation to suc-
ceed.”

lose technique, and that their condi-
tioning will suffer,” said Mr. Both-
well. With the season resuming on
the 21 of December, Mr. Bothwell
is looking forward to all of their op-
ponents but especially teams like
Gateway and Penn Hills. The team
will be looking to veteran wrestlers
like senior Donald Kunkle, and jun-
iors Willis Brooks and Kyle Porter
for leadership in the season to
come.

Sullivan and company too much for Connellsville

By Zach Boslett

Sullivan scores 3 goals and an
assist in a 5-2 win over Connells-
ville while Zack Brown added 3 as-
sists and goalie Ryan Hast made
27 saves to get the win.

Billy Sullivan, leading the team in
points, scored a hat trick in the win.
He also had a chance at a fourth by
way of a penalty shot but was
stopped by the goalie who made a
sprawling save. The first goal was a
shot from the left of the goal that
found the net. The second goal was
a hard shot into the top right corner.
The third goal was a giveaway by
the Connellsville goalie that Sullivan
shot into an empty net.

“[This win] acts as a stepping
stone for a season of lofty expecta-

tions,” says Goalie Ryan Hast.

Darrin Pellegrino and Robert
Pellegrino each tallied a goal.
Robert scored a goal by way of a
beautiful shot from the blue line.
Darrin slipped the puck past Con-
nellsville goalie Mark Cable on a
rebound.

“The play of our role players have
been key all season, not just part in
this monumental victory. Darrin and
Bobby (Pellegrino) are putting forth
the effort in practices and its appar-
ent in games.” said Hast.

Darren was shaken up briefly after
hit from behind in the second pe-
riod. Connellsville player Richard
Wicker hit Pellegrino from behind

into the boards. Wicker got a two-
minute penalty. “Right now, the
confidence we're feeling in the
locker room and in practices is
translating into these important
early season games. That and our
unparalleled team chemistry is why
we are 3-1.7

Goalie Ryan Hast was challenged
very little in the game but still
played well. He stopped 27 shots
and had an excellent .931 save %.
He also had 2 penalty minutes.
Matthew Frank also played solid
defense and picked up an assist.
Shane Daugherty and Eric Bogden
scored the only goals for Connells-
ville.



Wolverines on the Prowl for 2nd Win

By Nakia Deblanc

Ron Flowers goes for the
hole.

The Woodland Hills boys’
basketball team won their first non
section basketball game against
Peabody. A nice start for second
year head coach Aaron Tipton af-
ter going 5-19 last season. “After
losing four starters,” Tipton said
“the rest of the team dedicated

themselves during the summer and
really stepped it up.” Dorian Lane is
the only returning starter for the
2007-2008 season. “There aren't too
many 6-foot-3 point guards,” Tipton
said. “That can create some match
up problems.”

Another expected starter is junior
guard Ron Flowers, who got major
minutes last year until an injury
ended that. Junior Nick Dizon (6-
foot-4 guard/forward) transferred
from Serra Catholic, and Corley
White (5-foot-9 junior point guard)
transferred from Wilkinsburg, both
contributing to the starting line up for
the Wolverines. Noah Taylor (6-foot-
4 center) rounds out the starting line
up for the team.

After winning their first game, the
Wolverines have struggled with a

Swimmers, take your mark....

By Katie Freedline

The Woodland Hills Swim-
ming team is making a splash
this season. Head Coach Taz
Greiner has high expectations for
his swimmers.

“My expectations are that we
improve as a team by attending
workouts, working harder, and
focusing on our goals,” he says.

Three workouts have been
added from last year to help bet-
ter condition, and add time to
work on racing skills, which al-
lows swimmers to work better as

Shooting away

By Chaz Jones

This years’ rifle team
has seven returning seniors,
four of which start on the varsity
team and two are captains: Eric
Petrow and Sean Patterson.
The team is expected to do well
this season they still are im-
proving but their improvements
are coming at a good rate.

The seniors are able to
help the new members with

a team. The added practices are held
before school on Tuesdays and
Thursdays at 5:45 and on Saturday
mornings at eight.

Many improvements have been
made not only on the pool itself, which
recently went through roofing renova-
tions, but on the team as well. Sopho-
more Tim DeVita and junior Luke
Gormley show promising effort this
season and will be great contributors.

“Our goal is to get as many swim-
mers to WPIALs. It doesn’t matter if
we win or lose, as you get better wins

training which makes the team unity
strong almost like members only club
feel to it.

“The highlight of the season
so far is seeing the freshmen from
last year develop into great shoot-
ers,” Mr. Rodrigues said. He hopes
that from rifle that each member will
gain mental discipline and be un-
shakable so that no one else can
beat them.

Nick Dizon is up on a jumper.

tough schedule playing five games in
seven days. The boys are 1-7 overall
and 0-3 in section play.

will come,” Greiner says.

The Wolverines had their first meet
against Laurel Highlands on Thursday,
December 6 at the high school. The
boys came out with a win, but unfortu-
nately the girl’s suffered a close loss.

Many swimmers have already
qualified to compete in WPIALs. Chel-
sea Stein, Sarah Rinsma, Claire Zido,
Giovanna Bodner, Kevin Ireland, Gra-
ham Bodner, Nick Rushe, Andrew
Wellman, and Andrew Finlay were
among the qualifiers.

The Rifle team has expecta-
tions of winning a gold medal since
they are craving one very badly. “I think
that if we work hard we could definitely
win a gold medal for the high school.”
Sophomore Elaine Morgavo says.



Editorials

Dodging the Discipline Buses

By Keshia Long

Woodland Hills has reestablished not one but three buses picking up  better than students missing class
a regulation for students caught in and dropping off students. all because they couldn’t make it to
hallways without passes. Administra- This policy is a waste of money. their class on time.
tors and teachers are again permitted Some thought all the money was Even if students are playing
to send students home on the 7:30, gone due to the loss of grants around in the hallways that their
10:30, and 12:30 buses. Thisis not a when considering how poorly the grades shouldn’t be on the line be-
new rule it is simply just being rein- students have done on PSSAs and  cause of it.
stated. If a student is spotted without Foresights. Also from the amount Giving detentions to students for
a pass to their destination they will be  that was spent on the new Wol- misbehavior or tardiness may im-
sent home-no ifs, ands or buts. verina. Where is all the money prove the situation a little more.

For those students that are sent coming from? Countless com- After all, detentions give more
home, there will be no credit granted plaints and questions have been time to be productive rather than
to them for the rest of the day-that's floating around from students just being sent home, clueless to what
including missing class assignments, trying to grasp an understanding. homework and work students may
homework’s, projects and participa- Another question would be where  have missed.
tion points. Some agree and some did the detentions go? What hap-
don't but the fact of the matter is that pened to the good old days when
we need to all be aware of this rule. late students got detentions in-

Many question how Woodland Hills stead of getting time-outs or sent
can even afford the money to have home? This policy would be a lot
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